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MONTHLY MEETING - SEPTEMBER 2025
Innovation and Evaluation of Hair Care Formulas from a Salon Professional’s POV
Speaker: Erin Breve - Account Executive & National Hair Care Market Manager, Barnet Products

Discover what salon professionals prioritize in haircare products and why salon 
brands often outperform consumer brands. Learn how to refine your formulas for 
different hair types and effectively evaluate their performance. Gain insights into 
common formulation and marketing mistakes that can impact your product’s 
effectiveness—and how to avoid them. 

Erin began her career in the beauty industry 24 years ago as a licensed 
cosmetologist, where she became skilled in haircuts, color, highlights, and special 
occasion styling for hundreds of clients.

During her tenure at the salon, she has worked directly with numerous professional haircare and hair color 
brands, including Bumble & bumble, Davines, L’Oreal Professionnel, René Furterer, TIGI, Kérastase, and Oribe.  
She has created looks for industry publications and advertisements, including Vanity Fair, GQ, Exquisite 
Weddings, San Diego Magazine, Target, and Asics, as well as for runway shows such as London and New York 
Fashion Weeks. 

Becoming more interested in all aspects of finished products, she pivoted her career to become a Product 
Manager for a professional hair color and care brand. That piqued her interest in learning more about the 
creation of products. She currently works for Barnet Products as an Account Executive in the Southern 
California territory, where she serves as the National Hair Care Market Manager. In this role, she researches 
trends, collaborates closely with the Global Innovation Center to develop formula prototypes for collection 
trends, and supports the sales team in servicing hair care customers.

Register Now

Sept 16, 2025 
5:00 - 9:00 PM

Warner Center Marriott 
21850 W Oxnard St 
Woodland Hills, CA 91367

DKSH is one of the leading global distributors 
of personal care and cosmetic ingredients, 
providing market expansion services to 
businesses in this industry. DKSH believes in 
creating sustainable, innovative, science-
backed products that meet the customer’s 
expectations and help drive our suppliers' 
business success. Our comprehensive global 
network provides us with instant access to

Thanks to Our Sponsor!

markets worldwide, enabling us to offer responsible and traceable 
sourcing of cosmetic raw materials and products.

https://caliscc.org/meetinginfo.php


MESSAGE FROM 
The Chair

Dear CaliSCC Members & Supporters, 

I hope you all enjoyed a wonderful summer! It’s hard to believe the season is already 
ending. While we officially took a summer break, our much-anticipated summer event was 
in full swing, which was a yacht cruise out of Newport Beach! True to #CaliSCC style, we 
brought people together to connect, network, and share some unforgettable memories 
(because who wouldn’t love cosmetic chemists on a yacht?). If you missed it, be sure to 
check out the photos on LinkedIn, Instagram, or right here in this edition. 

As we wrap up 2025, we have several exciting events ahead that you won’t want to miss: 

Annual Golf Outing – September 24 (Register soon, spots are filling quickly!) 
CaliSCC Suppliers’ Day – October 29–30 
CaliSCC Suppliers’ Day After-Party – October 29 
Final Meeting of the Year – November 18 at the Universal Sheraton, where we’ll also 
announce the 2026 Board of Directors. Keep an eye out for your ballots to cast your vote for 
our next officers.

Be sure to follow us on LinkedIn and check our website for the 
latest updates and event info. 

Thank you for your ongoing support. We can’t wait to see you at 
our upcoming events! 

 

Sincerely, 
Brittney C. Strickland 
2025 Chair, Society of Cosmetic Chemists, California Chapter

https://caliscc.org/golf
https://caliscc.org/Suppliers__Day_2025
https://caliscc.org/Supplier_s_Day_After_Party_2025
https://www.linkedin.com/company/society-of-cosmetic-chemists-california-chapter/?viewAsMember=true
https://caliscc.org/


LETTER FROM
The Editor

I hope everyone had a wonderful, recharging summer! Now we’re diving into what promises 
to be an action-packed second half of the year. 

In this issue, you’ll get a preview of all the excitement coming to CASCC Suppliers’ Day—
from education sessions to networking events—plus details on the Golf Outing and 
highlights from our Yacht Cruise. 

Remember, the Cosmegram is your newsletter. If you have a technical article, a fun 
segment, or even just a spark of an idea you’d like to share with our community, please 
reach out—we’d love to feature more voices and perspectives in future editions. 

Here’s to an exciting fall, and I can’t wait to see you all at our upcoming events! 

 
Josie Wauford 
Lubrizol 
Cosmegram Editor 2025 
josie.wauford@lubrizol.com

mailto:josie.wauford@lubrizol.com


We‘re dedicated to helping you achieve 
exceptional product performance while 
ensuring sustainability and affordability. 
Our team of experts is prepared to deliver 
customized solutions and a wide range of 
specialty ingredients tailored to meet your 
business needs.

 ■ Active delivery systems
 ■ Biofunctionals
 ■ Cosmetic powders
 ■ Film formers
 ■ Hydrogels
 ■ Natural clays and mineral thickeners
 ■ Naturally derived emollients
 ■ Rheology modifiers
 ■ Silicones
 ■ Styling polymers
 ■ Surfactants
 ■ Waxes

Let’s innovate your business together.  
Email us today at  
personalcare@brenntag.com.

Beauty & Personal Care

Innovative and
sustainable
solutions

mailto:personalcare@brenntag.com?subject=Contact%20Brenntag


Advisor Chair Chair Elect
Advisor Chair Chair Elect

Serina Dai
VP of R&D

PakLab

Mayra Delgado
Technical Product Manager
Global Ingredient Solutions

Treasurer Treasurer Elect Secretary

Stephanie Facuri
Sr. Sales Manager

Solabia

Mason Montgomery
Stanford GSB

Brittney Strickland
Head of Sales, Western Region 

Croda Inc. 

Matt Driver
Account Executive
Stepan Company

2025 CASCC EXECUTIVE

Board Members



Personal Care
Ingredients 
ENVISIONING

BEAUTY

At Clariant, we are dedicated to co-creating 

solutions with our customers. With our 

wide array of ingredients and inspirational 

concepts, we strive to deliver differentiating 

sensorial and functional benefits to enable 

the next generation of formulations.

Our vast personal care portfolio includes 

emollients, emulsifiers, mild-surfactants, 

polymers, preservatives, active ingredients, 

and more.

VISIT US AT

clariant.com/personalcare

CONNECT WITH US AT

pcnoram@clariant.com

mailto:pcnoram@clariant.com?subject=Contact
http://clariant.com/personalcare
https://trademarkcosmetics.com
https://www.essentialingredients.com
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 Did you know? 
Speaker presentations are uploaded for 

CASCC members on our website! 

DOWNLOAD TODAY: MEMBER-EXCLUSIVE ACCESS!

 
1.    Click on Meetings at the top of the website
2.    Select Events
3.    On the left-hand side, click Previous Events
4.    Click View Details
5.    The presentation will be listed under

          Documents (Member login required)

Here’s how you can access them:

visit caliscc.org

https://caliscc.org




http://caliscc.org/golf


CALISCC SUPPLIERS’  DAY 2025
S c i e n c e !   S u n !  

S u r p r i s i n g  I n s i g h t s !

Future Chemist WorskshopCEP Courses

Dr. Michelle WongOct 
29-30

Key Note Speaker

Lab Muffin Beauty Science

Thank You to our Show Sponsors!

Registration WIFI Lounge JAVA Corner Exhibitor Reception
CoSponsor

REGISTER NOW!

Long Beach Convent ion  Center
300 E. Ocean Blvd, Long Beach, CA 90802

Wed., Oct. 29: 10am-5pm 
After Party: 7-11:30 pm (Pacific Ballroom)
Thur., Oct. 30: 10am-3pm 

Technical Speakers

https://caliscc.org/Suppliers__Day_2025


BRONZE SPONSOR WRISTBAND SPONSOR

MULTI-PLATINUM SPONSOR PLATINUM SPONSOR

GOLD SPONSOR SILVER SPONSOR

DIAMOND SPONSOR

Questions email  Velvet Arriola:    afterparty@caliscc.org
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AFTERPARTY

CALISCC SUPPLIERS’ DAY

Wednesday, Oct. 29
7:00PM-11:30PM

PACIFIC BALLROOM LONG BEACH ARENA125
175 Non

Members

SCC
Members

CALISCC.ORG
GET YOUR TICKETS NOW:$

$

mailto:afterparty@caliscc.org?subject=AfterParty%20Inquiry
https://caliscc.org/Suppliers__Day_2025






As we all struggle with the new EPR laws implemented by several states, I decided to explore the history of 
recycling in the USA.  Surprisingly, true recycling programs did not start in the US until the 1970s.  Before 
the dawn of multi-colored trash bins, Americans lived a simpler life.  Milk was sold in glass containers, 
which were returned, washed and refilled.  It was a cheaper more frugal option at the time.  During WWII, 
citizens were encouraged to collect scrap metal, rubber and even bacon grease to support the war 
effort.  That event gave rise to the start of the world of recycling. 

The 1970s, is when recycling programs began in earnest.  The bell-bottomed hippies of that era, were also 
the first environmentalists.  The very first earth day was like Woodstock for nature lovers, without the mud, 
drugs and music.  This is when cities started experimenting with curbside recycling, which basically was a 
collection of Aluminum cans.  The term “Give a hoot, don’t pollute” was first uttered by a lovable Owl 
character.  The recycling symbol was also invented – the three arrows in a triangle chasing each other in 
an eternal circle of guilt. 

Recycling did not become mainstream, however until the 1990s, sort of.  During that time everyone was 
encouraged to do their part in collecting soda cans, glass and newspapers.  The only problem was that 
all of the recyclable items were thrown together into the same bin, hoping that whatever was collected 
can be reused.  There was still major confusion as for what is considered a recycled material, an old lawn 
chair, rubber hose, pizza boxes? 

The confusion continued to the 2000s, with the addition of more complexity.  The advances in the 
production of plastic in its many forms, added more perplexity to the customer as for what is considered 
reuseable.  Additionally, China, who used to be the dumping ground for the US recycled materials 
decided not to continue accepting “contaminated” US trash. 

Today, the degree of complexity and confusion is even more prevalent.  With the addition of a 
Biodegradable definition to covered materials.  With several states adopting the European model for 
future packaging in consumer goods, it makes the job of choosing a suitable container for our cosmetic 
industry even more difficult.  How do we keep our products safe and effective long term with components 
made out of paper or natural sources?  Also, the requirements of certain states to keep track of the 

A TRASHY TALE

The History o f Recycling in the USA

amount of covered and non-covered materials in weight is very 
complicated.  The definitions of what types of materials can be recyclable 
or compostable are very vague.  Does toilet paper purchased by a 
corporation for the office bathroom considered a single use item, or is it 
biodegradable?  Well, thatdepends on the states and their interpretations.  
Until we get one standard rule for this topic, it will continue to be an area of 
major confusion. 

Think about that the next time you are rinsing out a jar of mayo before 
tossing it into the green trash bin.

Erica Herrel



Retinoids:

• MICROSPONGE® N 720TRA: Retinaldehyde (Retinal) in a Natural
    sustained-release delivery system
• MICROSPONGE® N 718TRE: Retinol stabilized with tocopherol in 
    a polysorbate-free Natural sustained-release delivery system
• MICROSPONGE® N 720TRE – Retinol stabilized with 
    tocopherol in a Natural sustained-release delivery system
• Retinol C50: 50% liquid Retinol in a BHA-free formulation
Rheology Ingredients:

• Magnabrite® Ultra: Water-washed, low pH Magnesium 
    Aluminum Silicate
• Polargel® NF: USP purified Bentonite

Health & Beauty Solutions 

is your source for:

• Retinoids in sustained-release 
    Natural delivery systems
• Liquid Retinoid ingredients
• Clay-based rheology ingredients

Find us on ULProspector.com

CAREERS.SCCONLINE.ORG caliscc.org/classifieds

View Jobs and Ads

www.koboproducts.com

The Powder & Dispersion Specialist

Sunscreen Technologies ● Surface Treatments
Special Effect Pigments ● Pigmentary Grade Dispersions

Microspheres ● Natural Origin Products ● Fibers  
Fillers ● Film Formers ● Specialties ● Delivery Systems  

Custom Development ● Global Manufacturing

Innovation 
Technology
Service

Kayla Stencel - kstencel@koboproductsinc.com

https://careers.scconline.org


The California Society of Cosmetic Chemists made waves this summer with a luxurious 
yacht cruise through the pristine waters of Newport Bay. What started as an ambitious 
vision became a sold-out celebration that exceeded every expectation, bringing together 
our community for three unforgettable hours of networking, indulgence, and pure California 
coastal magic. 

As our vessel glided gracefully through Newport's sparkling waters, the scene was nothing 
short of picture-perfect. Mother Nature delivered brilliant sunshine tempered by gentle 
ocean breezes— Our members embraced the maritime theme with sophisticated nautical 
chic attire, while everyone responsibly donned their sunscreen (a testament to our 
collective appreciation for proper UV protection!). 

The yacht transformed into a floating laboratory of connection and celebration. Elegant 
hors d'oeuvres, crafted by our exceptional catering team, provided the perfect complement 
to flowing conversations about formulations, innovations, and industry insights. 

Our heartfelt appreciation extends to the incredible sponsors who made this premier event 
possible. Catalyst Technologies, Happy Innovations, Barentz, Evonik, Certified Laboratories, 
and Azelis Glenn Corp. 

Here's to smooth sailing ahead for the CASCC, and to the sponsors and members who 
make every voyage an adventure worth taking. 

Anchors aweigh until our next gathering! 

Your 2025 Chair Elect, 

Matt Driver – Stepan Company

A Perfect Day on Newport Bay

SUMMER EVENT 2025



YACHT CRUISE





FDA 

• Warning Letters – Issued to sunscreen brands for  sunscreens that are in foam/mousse/whipped 
form. The FDA indicated that this is not an approved dosage form in the Sunscreen monograph. 

• The FDA has started listing reported serious adverse events for cosmetic products, which is now a 
requirement under MoCRA. This is available in the FAERS public dashboard. 

California 

• Prop 65 – OEHAA will hold a carcinogen identification meeting on Nov. 18, 2025. OEHAA  now also 
proposed a NSRL for Diethanolamine and 1-bromopropane. Both chemicals are currently listed on 
the Prop 65 list. The comment period is open till Oct. 6, 2025. 

• Safer Consumer Products (SCP)- Holding an education webinar on Sept 24, 2025 for retailers and 
distributors  to teach them about  their vital role in partnership with the SCP on regulatory 
processes. The SCP is also currently requesting input from industry on the priority categories that 
they assign. And on Aug 8., the SCP initiated rulemaking to list nail product containing Tripheyl 
Phosphate (TPhP)inI nail products at concentrations greater than 250 ppm. 

• The California Air Resources Board (CARB) extended the deadline to report for the 2023 survey 
until Sept. 22, 205. 

Washington 

• Toxic Free Cosmetics Act-= Chapter 173-339 WAC, that bans intentionally added formaldehyde 
and formaldehyde releasors in cosmetics. Compliance Date Jan. 2, 2027, with sell through allowed 
till Dec. 31, 2027. 

• Washington State  holds webinar on the new The Recycling Reform Act (EPR regulation) on Sept. 9, 
2025.

USA

REGULATORY UPDATES



Canada 

• Health Canada is seeking consultation on the classification of topically applied human derived 
exozomes, human extracellular vesicle, and/or human-conditioned media. Comment period is 
open till Oct 28, 2025. 

• The Hotlist- It has been updated for Cannabis Derived Ingredients to reflect changes in Industrial 
Hemp Regulation.

International

Ariana Farina

REGULATORY UPDATES



BEAUTY
begins here.
Safe, sustainable,  
bio-based ingredients 
for personal care.

800.223.7054 • acme-hardesty.com 

azelis.com
visit us at: rossorg.com

Discover  
unique you
At Ross Organic an Azelis company, our 
knowledge and experience in Personal Care is 
beyond skin deep: our people have the passion 
and expertise to dive into the market, identify 
trends and advise you of the latest innovations.

Our team of skilled industry chemists and 
formulators are at your disposal for expert 
advice at any stage of product development, 
from concept to manufacture.

Are you ready to partner with Ross for creative 
concept formulations that truly excite your 
customers?



cali_scc caliscc.org

University of California, Riverside 
2025 CALISCC Scholarship Recipient

Pictured Left to Right: Stephanie Facuri (Treasurer), Matt Driver (Chair- Elect), Mayra Delgado (Secretary), Samuel Alston (UCR
Scholarship Winner), Brittney Strickland (Chair), Serina Dai (Treasurer-Elect), Jeremy Mcwells (UCR Associate Director of Development)



CSR program
Naturally committed 
to a sustainable world

Supplying a
wide selection
of high-quality
personal care

ingredients

www.ritacorp.com
CollPerfect™ P6 
Bio-optimized 
 collagen peptide 
for ageless beauty

Mibelle AG Biochemistry  |  Switzerland  |  mibellebiochemistry.com





VEEGUM® 
Magnesium Aluminum Silicate

VANATURAL®
Bentonite Clay

Vanderbilt Minerals, LLC
A Wholly Owned Subsidiary of R.T. Vanderbilt Holding Company, Inc.

33 Win!eld Street, P.O. Box 5150 
Norwalk, CT 06856-5150 

(203) 295-2140  F: (203) 855-1220 
mineralsales@vanderbiltminerals.com 
www.vanderbiltminerals.com

VANATURAL and VEEGUM are registered trademarks of 
Vanderbilt Minerals, LLC.

Nature formulates 
our products for your 
natural formulation 

needs.

Highly puri!ed, natural 
rheology modi!ers

Fine-tuned viscosity 
and "ow properties

Silky, tack-free feel in 
topical products



DINNER DANCE





DINNER DANCE



LBB Specialties

Ingredient Solutions for all of 
YOUR 

Personal Care & Cosmetic Needs 
 Contact Us: (650) 595-3600 or 
Sales: scsales@vivioninc.com

Botanimulse Plush 

• Inherently biodegradable 

• Multifunctional performance:  
• Heat protection 
• Frizz reduction 
• Combing force reduction 

—  Exclusively from — 

info@ddchemco.com  •  818-349-4149 

BIODEGRADABLE  
CONDITIONING QUAT 



DINNER DANCE



MEMBERSHIP DUES
Renewal Reminder

DON'T FORGET TO RENEW TODAY!  LATE FEES APPLY SOON! 

The California Chapter of the Society of Cosmetic Chemists is the 2nd largest 
chapter in North America thanks to you.  Please renew your membership today so 
that you can continue to be part of our scientific community.  In the next Issue we will 
let you know our progress towards increasing our membership.  Remember there are 
so many benefits of being a member, here are a few! 

The Quickest and Easiest Way to Renew is Online! 

To pay online go to www.scconline.org/sign-in and login using the username and 
password you set up. If you have not set up your username and password on our 
new database please go to www.scconline.org/join and create your own. 

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP 
• You can attend the California Chapter meetings & all other chapter’s meeting at 

the member rate.  

• Attend almost all events at a discounted rate! 

• Receive the Journal of Cosmetic Science complimentary 

• Exclusive Membership Directory 

• Complimentary membership in the International Federation of the Societies of 
Cosmetic Chemist (IFSCC)  

• Check out more perks at www.scconline.org/Membership

http://www.scconline.org/sign-in
http://www.scconline.org/join
http://www.scconline.org/Membership


UNITED STATES   |   NETHERLANDS   |   TOGO   |   EARTH   |   www.kosterkeunen.com

No matter who the product is for,  
you  can trust Koster Keunen’s quality  
for all of your formulation needs.

We’ve got a wax for that ™



ALLURE GLOW
Fluorescent Pigments, 
Glow in the Dark Pigments

SAPI VALIDA
Natural Cellulose

BOMAR SPECIALTIES
Specialty UV Oligomers

CALOY NATURAL OILS
Natural Nut Oils 

ELKEM SILICONES
Cosmetic Grade Silicones
Vinyl Silicone Polymers

HOCKMEYER
Immersion Mills, High Viscosity Mixers, 
Dispersers and Agitators, Discharge 
Presses, CMX-200 Tank Washer

RESOLUTE OIL
Petrolatum USP
White Mineral Oil Kosher 
& Halal

REAXIS
Hydrogen Peroxide Stabilizers

SHAMROCK
Specialty Waxes

SPECIALTY MINERALS
 Calcium Carbonate, Talc 

STRA�L Ƭ PITS��

US POLYMERS-ACCUREZ
Polyurethane Resin,
Nitro-Cellulosic Resins

KRONOS
Titanium Dioxide

Since 1955, !e Specialty Ingredient 
Source For Your Next Great Innovation

323-268-1815
www.dorsettandjackson.com

DORSETT& JACKSON, INC.

Cosmeti� 
ra�e Wa�es

�ATURE �OATI�
S 
�ioǦ�ase� Car�on �la�� Pi�ments



2025 Board members
OFFICERS

chair 
Brittney Strickland
brittney.strickland@croda.com

chair ELECT 
Matt Driver
mdriver@stepan.com

awards chair 
Heidi Elrahib
helrahib@rossorg.com

by-laws 
James Neil
james@suitupbrands.com

cosmegram chair 
Josie Wauford
josie.wauford@lubrizol.com

cosmegram business manager 
Brian Kolevar
bkolevar@coastsouthwest.com

dinner dance 
Elle Kim
elle.kim@barentz.com

sports co-chairs 
Catherine Hoang
choang@cattech.com

Sports co-chairs 
Chris Lesko
clesko@cattech.com 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

secretary 
Mayra Delgado
mdelgado@ingsolutions.com

treasurer 
Stephanie Facuri
stephani.facuri@solabia.com

educationAL HOUR 
Ryan Kudla
rkudla@barnetproducts.com

elections 
Matt Driver
mdriver@stepan.com

employment 
Mike Bekerejian
mike@aboverinaldilabs.com

historian 
Erica Herrel
ericaherrel@yahoo.com

hospitality 
Amanda Lam
amanda.lam@azelis.com

house 
Stephen Baseman
stephenb@tcrindustries.com

membership 
Joey Bilotta
jbilotta.scc@gmail.com

treasurer-elect 
Serina Dai
sdai@paklab.com

area III Director I 
Valerie George
valerie@simplyformulas.com

membership co-chair 
Nondie Breashears
breshearsn@ajiusa.com

nextgen development chair 
Nasrat Hamid
nasrat.hamid@jpms.com

photographer 
Evan Werkema
elwerkema@gmail.com

public relations 
Gabby Zaccagino
gzaccagino@paklab.com

registratioN chair 
Joel St. John
joel@leftcoastprocess.com

registration co-chair 
Sara Benoit
newladyjoy30@yahoo.com

regulatory affairs 
Ariana Farina
afarina20@hotmail.com

2025 advisor, 2024 chair 
Mason Montgomery
mason.montgomery1095@gmail.com

area III Director II 
Michelle Carrillo
mcarrillo@acteraingredients.com

scientific seminar 2024 
Erin Breve
ebreve@barnetproducts.com

communication chair 
Catherine Hoang
choang@cattech.com

sponsorship 
Yi Hsin Chang
ychang@ingsolutions.com

summer event 
Matt Driver 
mdriver@stepan.com

suppliers' day 2025 
Margarita Gomez-Nadin 
suppliersday@caliscc.org

suppliers' day 2025 after party 
Velvet Arriola 
varriola@norfoxchem.com

The Cosmegram is the official newsletter of the Society of Cosmetic Chemists - California Chapter.  This newsletter is published as a service to 
our members. The subscription is included as part of membership dues. All rights reserved.

Josie Wauford - Editor
josie.wauford@lubrizol.com

Advertising inquiries to:
Brian Kolevar -  Business Manager
(p) (714) 904-6047
(f) (714) 524-8362
(e) bkolevar@coastsouthwest.com

Address changes & subscription inquiries to:
Nondie Breashears -  Membership
breshearsn@ajiusa.com


