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MONTHLY MEETING - MAY 2026
Rheology 101:  Why Your Products Flow and Feel Like They Do
Speaker: Todd Squires - Professor, Department of Chemical Engineering, UC Santa Barbara

Almost everybody learns that there are three states of matter:  solids, liquids, and gases.  And yet 
many cosmetic products defy this simple classification — a lotion sits in a pile on your hand like a 
solid, but flows like a liquid when spread.  Rheology is the study of how and why these materials 
flow and deform - and lies at the heart of the sensory qualities that are key to product 
performance and differentiation. I will describe different flow properties and develop mental 
models of how key ingredients behave microscopically to cause this behavior.  My goal is to help 
you understand your formulations in this way, and therefore to help you optimize product 
performance, troubleshoot failures at the bench and on the production floor, and design entirely 
new products.

Register Now

Todd Squires has served as a Professor of Chemical Engineering at UC Santa 
Barbara since 2005 and is a proud faculty advisor of UCSB's SCC student 
chapter. His research group studies the dynamics of soft materials and 
complex fluids, both experimentally and theoretically. Recent areas of interest 
include interfacial rheology of surfactant monolayers, in the context of the lung 
surfactant, emulsion and foam stability, the conceptual design of formulated 
products, and diffusiophoretic delivery of suspended colloids and droplets. 

Honors include the NSF CAREER award, the Beckman Young Investigator, the

May 12, 2026 
5:30 - 8:30 PM

Duke's Malibu 
21150 Pacific Coast Hwy 
Malibu, CA 90265

Camille and Henry Dreyfus Teacher-Scholar award, the inaugural GSOFT Early Career Award in Soft 
Matter, and a fellowship in the American Physical Society.

Barentz is a global leader in specialty 
ingredients so lut ions, commit ted to 
knowledge sharing, innovation, and enabling 
customer success through better solutions.

https://caliscc.org/meetinginfo.php
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Personal Care
Ingredients 
ENVISIONING

BEAUTY

At Clariant, we are dedicated to co-creating 

solutions with our customers. With our 

wide array of ingredients and inspirational 

concepts, we strive to deliver differentiating 

sensorial and functional benefits to enable 

the next generation of formulations.

Our vast personal care portfolio includes 

emollients, emulsifiers, mild-surfactants, 

polymers, preservatives, active ingredients, 

and more.

VISIT US AT

clariant.com/personalcare

CONNECT WITH US AT

pcnoram@clariant.com

We specialize in premium 
specialty ingredients, and 
clean beauty, delivering 
solutions that enhance efficacy, 
sustainability, and sensorial 
experiences. Let us help you 
elevate your products.

Premium Ingredients. 
Limitless Beauty.

mailto:pcnoram@clariant.com?subject=Contact
http://clariant.com/personalcare
https://www.essentialingredients.com


MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Hamed Ravanbakhsh
Was there a defining moment that led you into the
industry?
My background in chemistry naturally led me into
formulation, but the defining moment was realizing how
science directly translates into consumer experience. The
ability to take raw materials and transform them into
functional, sensory-driven products made the field both
technically challenging and creatively rewarding.

What  motivates you most in your career today? How has
your career evolved since you first started?
What motivates me most is solving complex formulation
challenges and bringing innovative concepts to market
efficiently. Over time, my role has evolved from hands-on
formulation to leading R&D strategy, managing cross-
functional teams, and bridging technical development with
commercial execution.

Any advice you would like to give to someone entering the
cosmetic field today? 
Spend as much time as possible in the lab. Real formulation
knowledge comes from experimentation, not just theory. Also,
understand raw material functionality deeply—this is critical
for troubleshooting and innovation.

Do you prefer being a minimalist formulator or a 35
ingredient masterpiece creator?
It depends on the objective. I generally prefer efficient, well-
optimized formulations, but I’m open to complex systems
when they provide clear functional or sensory benefits.



MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Hamed Ravanbakhsh
What is your favorite type of product to formulate? Or what
are you the best at formulating?
I enjoy developing complex, multi-functional skincare and
haircare products that integrate advanced and trend-
forward ingredients such as peptides and exosome-inspired
technologies. I focus on creating formulations that deliver
measurable performance while maintaining stability,
compatibility, and a refined sensory profile.

Is there a type of product that you use daily?
I maintain a consistent routine both in the morning and
before bed, using products such as eye creams and anti-
aging serums, along with treatments focused on scalp and
hair health.

What’s the most “chemist” thing about you outside of
work?
I tend to analyze personal care products whenever I come
across them—whether in retail stores or across social media
platforms like TikTok and Instagram. I naturally evaluate
ingredient choices, formulation structure, and performance
claims, often breaking down howthe product is designed to
function and whether it aligns with its positioning. It’s difficult
to turn off that mindset.

a little bit more about Hamed: 
My professional interests extend beyond formulation into the
broader intersection of science, innovation, and product
commercialization. Outside of work, I prioritize physical activity to
maintain balance—regularly going to the gym and jogging after
work as a way to reset and stay focused. I also have a strong
interest in automotive innovation, particularly in high-performance
cars, and I closely follow emerging technologies and upcoming
developments in that space. I also enjoy attending car shows and
experiencing new models firsthand.



VEEGUM® 
Magnesium Aluminum Silicate

VANATURAL®
Bentonite Clay

Vanderbilt Minerals, LLC
A Wholly Owned Subsidiary of R.T. Vanderbilt Holding Company, Inc.

33 Win!eld Street, P.O. Box 5150 
Norwalk, CT 06856-5150 

(203) 295-2140  F: (203) 855-1220 
mineralsales@vanderbiltminerals.com 
www.vanderbiltminerals.com

VANATURAL and VEEGUM are registered trademarks of 
Vanderbilt Minerals, LLC.

Nature formulates 
our products for your 
natural formulation 

needs.

Highly puri!ed, natural 
rheology modi!ers

Fine-tuned viscosity 
and "ow properties

Silky, tack-free feel in 
topical products



SummerSummer
THIS EVENT IS SELLING OUT!
  REGISTER NOW @ www.caliscc.org 

Cooking Class!
June 27th, 2026 at 10amJune 27th, 2026 at 10am

The Gourmandise SchoolThe Gourmandise School
Santa MonicaSanta Monica

Thank you to our Sous-Chef Sponsor:Thank you to our Sous-Chef Sponsor:Thank you to our Sous-Chef Sponsor:Thank you to our Sous-Chef Sponsor:
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Become a sponsor today!



Sponsor
Level

Invest
ment Benefits

Executive Chef  
(1 available)

$2,000

2 complimentary tickets 
Sponsor’s logo featured on the signature event menu 
Premium promotional advertisement placement 
Recognition during event welcome remarks

Sous Chef 
(1 available)

$1,000

1 complimentary ticket
Special placement of logo featured on event slide/print
materials, after Executive level
Recognition next to the charcuterie board station

Sommelier 
(2 available)

$750

1 ticket 50% off
Sponsor’s logo displayed at the drink/beverage
station
Logo featured on event slide/print materials

Pastry Chef 
(2 available)

$500 Logo featured on event slide/print materials

SummerSummer
Cooking Class!

Become a sponsor today!

For questions, please contact: stephanie.facuri@solabia.com



ALLURE GLOW
Fluorescent Pigments, 
Glow in the Dark Pigments

SAPI VALIDA
Natural Cellulose

BOMAR SPECIALTIES
Specialty UV Oligomers

ELKEM SILICONES

Cosmetic Grade Silicones
Vinyl Silicone Polymers

HOCKMEYER
Immersion Mills, High Viscosity Mixers, 
Dispersers and Agitators, Discharge 
Presses, CMX-200 Tank Washer

RESOLUTE OIL
Petrolatum USP
White Mineral Oil Kosher 
& Halal

TI� ��E�I�AL �ORP
Hydrogen Peroxide Stabilizers

SHAMROCK
Specialty Waxes

SPECIALTY MINERALS
Calcium Carbonate, Talc 

SUSTAI�A�LE �OTA�I�ALS

US POLYMERS-ACCUREZ
Polyurethane Resin,
Nitro-Cellulosic Resins

Since 1955, !e Specialty Ingredient 
Source For Your Next Great Innovation

323-268-1815
www.dorsettandjackson.com

DORSETT& JACKSON, INC.

Or�ani� �ssential Oils

�ATURE �OATI�
S 

�ioǦ�ase� Car�on �la�� Pi�ments

TOLSA
Pan�el

https://www.biocogent.com








We‘re dedicated to helping you achieve 
exceptional product performance while 
ensuring sustainability and affordability. 
Our team of experts is prepared to deliver 
customized solutions and a wide range of 
specialty ingredients tailored to meet your 
business needs.

 ■ Active delivery systems
 ■ Biofunctionals
 ■ Cosmetic powders
 ■ Film formers
 ■ Hydrogels
 ■ Natural clays and mineral thickeners
 ■ Naturally derived emollients
 ■ Rheology modifiers
 ■ Silicones
 ■ Styling polymers
 ■ Surfactants
 ■ Waxes

Let’s innovate your business together.  
Email us today at  
personalcare@brenntag.com.

Beauty & Personal Care

Innovative and
sustainable
solutions

mailto:personalcare@brenntag.com?subject=Contact%20Brenntag


Are you ready to take your beauty-industry career to the next level? The California 
Society of Cosmetic Chemists (CASCC) offers several scholarship and grant 
opportunities to help students and professionals deepen their expertise, attend 
key industry events, and accelerate their professional growth. Whether you're 
eyeing attendance at the National Convention, upskilling through educational 
programs, or joining our signature Suppliers’ Day and Future Chemist Workshop, 
we’ve got you covered. Check out the full list of awards and apply today! Your 
next big step in cosmetic science could be just one submission away!

CASCC Scholarship Opportunities

Check It Out Here!

https://caliscc.org/Scholarship_Opportunities?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://caliscc.org/Scholarship_Opportunities?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://caliscc.org/Scholarship_Opportunities?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://caliscc.org/Scholarship_Opportunities?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://caliscc.org/Scholarship_Opportunities?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://caliscc.org/Scholarship_Opportunities?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://caliscc.org/Scholarship_Opportunities?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://caliscc.org/Scholarship_Opportunities?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://caliscc.org/Scholarship_Opportunities?utm_source=chatgpt.com




cali_scc caliscc.org

 Did you know? 
Speaker presentations are uploaded for 

CASCC members on our website! 

DOWNLOAD TODAY: MEMBER-EXCLUSIVE ACCESS!

 
1.    Click on Meetings at the top of the website
2.    Select Events
3.    On the left-hand side, click Previous Events
4.    Click View Details
5.    The presentation will be listed under

          Documents (Member login required)

Here’s how you can access them:

visit caliscc.org

https://caliscc.org


FDA 

• Expanding it’s warning for gel nail removers due to presence of banned Methylene Chloride. 

• Warning Letters – issued to the manufacturer of SPF products for cGMP violations. 

CIR 

• In March, introduced safety assessments for ingredients. 4 determined to be safe (Cocoyl 
Hydrolyzed Collagens), several with tentative monographs and several with insufficient evidence 
noted. 

California 

• SCP: 
a. Green Ribbon Science Panel held on April 30 and May 1, 2026. 
b. Made a series of edits to it’s chemical list, mostly clerical errors but also the listing of Sulfur 
Dioxide was updated. 
c. On April 24, 2026 a 15 day comment period was announced for the proposal to list 1,4 Dioxane in 
Shampoos and Dish Detergents at conc. Greater than 1 ppm. 
d. Listed MMA as a conc. Greater than 1000 ppm in nail products a priority category effective April 
1, 2026. 

• EPR: 
a. Manufacturers of single-use packaging - Stakeholder reports due May 31, 2026. 
b. SB 54 – approved on May 1, 2026. Companies have 30 days to sign up with the PRO or sign up 
independently or apply for a small producer exemption. 

New Mexico 

• 2025 Per- & Poly-fluorinated Protection Act – Any product containing intentionally added PFAs will 
need to have a specified symbol on packaging of cosmetics as of Jan. 1, 2027. 

 
Utah 

• HB-493 Feminine Hygiene Product Labeling-One part of this is menstrual products must list an 
ingredient list on the label or technology like a website might be used printed on the label to 
provide this same info-Compliancy date of Dec. 1, 2027.

Regulatory Updates
USA



New York 

• NYC No-136-For Menstrual and Intimate Care Products- Bans for sale products that contain 
intentionally added and unintentionally added of the following will have limits set. Any product 
that contains the following above these limits will be on a public list on the government website: 
lead, mercury and related compounds, formaldehyde, triclosan, toluene, talc, dibutyl phthalate, 
di(2)exylhexyl phthalate, butylphenyl methylpropional, and isobutyl-, isopropylparaben, 
butylparaben, propylparaben, perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances, and fragrance. 

Virginia 

• Human and Toxin-Free Cosmetics Act (House Bill 122)- Governor signed cosmetic ingredient ban 
on April, 13, 2026. The list of ingredients is similar to what we have seen banned in other states, 
such as California. 

 
Kentucky 

• KY SB 73 / KY BR 1323- For tallow based cosmetic products, an update of current regulations 
providing safety and guidance for homemade tallow cosmetic products.

Canada 

• Health Canada – The cosmetic notification form have been updates so most fragrance allergens 
don’t need to report a quantity present is present at 0.01% or below (leave-one) or 0.001 (rinse off) 
products., but there are exceptions to this noted on the hotlist. 

• Health Canada - Sent out a reminder of the “Canadian Product Safety Pledge” that companies 
can choose to sign.

Regulatory Updates

INTERNATIONAL

Ariana Farina

USA

• SCCS 
a.  Reviewing the safety of Heliotropin in Fin Fragrances. 
b. Updated the EU Cosmetic Regulations lists of prohibited ingredients, 
restricted ingredients, and restricted preservatives. 
c. Issued final opinions of Micron-sized Silver and CBD.. 
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VISIT CALISCC.ORG/DINNERDANCE FOR MORE INFORMATION:VISIT CALISCC.ORG/DINNERDANCE FOR MORE INFORMATION:
SSponsorship, Wine & Drink Tickets, Hotel Room Blockponsorship, Wine & Drink Tickets, Hotel Room Block  

VISIT CALISCC.ORG/DINNERDANCE FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Sponsorship, Wine & Drink Tickets, Hotel Room Block 

DINNERDANCE@CALISCC.ORGDINNERDANCE@CALISCC.ORGDINNERDANCE@CALISCC.ORG

SOLD OUT!

QUEEN MARYQUEEN MARY  QUEEN MARY 
1126 Queens Hwy, Long Beach, CA 90802

SATURDAY JUNE 6,SATURDAY JUNE 6,
20262026

SATURDAY JUNE 6,
2026

https://caliscc.starchapter.com/meetinginfo.php?id=63&ts=1763616634
mailto:dinnerdance@caliscc.org?subject=Dinner%20Dance%20Inquiry


https://mmpinc.com
mailto:sales.us@mmpinc.com


https://www.scconline.org/Membership/NextGen/SCC-Mentorship-Program


https://www.scconline.org/Membership/NextGen/SCC-Mentorship-Program


Retinoids:

• MICROSPONGE® N 720TRA: Retinaldehyde (Retinal) in a Natural
    sustained-release delivery system
• MICROSPONGE® N 718TRE: Retinol stabilized with tocopherol in 
    a polysorbate-free Natural sustained-release delivery system
• MICROSPONGE® N 720TRE – Retinol stabilized with 
    tocopherol in a Natural sustained-release delivery system
• Retinol C50: 50% liquid Retinol in a BHA-free formulation
Rheology Ingredients:

• Magnabrite® Ultra: Water-washed, low pH Magnesium 
    Aluminum Silicate
• Polargel® NF: USP purified Bentonite

Health & Beauty Solutions 

is your source for:

• Retinoids in sustained-release 
    Natural delivery systems
• Liquid Retinoid ingredients
• Clay-based rheology ingredients

Find us on ULProspector.com

CAREERS.SCCONLINE.ORG caliscc.org/classifieds

View Jobs and Ads

www.koboproducts.com

The Powder & Dispersion Specialist

Sunscreen Technologies ● Surface Treatments
Special Effect Pigments ● Pigmentary Grade Dispersions

Microspheres ● Natural Origin Products ● Fibers  
Fillers ● Film Formers ● Specialties ● Delivery Systems  

Custom Development ● Global Manufacturing

Innovation 
Technology
Service

Kayla Stencel - kstencel@koboproductsinc.com

https://careers.scconline.org




BEAUTY
begins here.
Safe, sustainable,  
bio-based ingredients 
for personal care.

800.223.7054 • acme-hardesty.com 

Ingredient Solutions for all of 
YOUR 

Personal Care & Cosmetic Needs 
 Contact Us: (650) 595-3600 or 
Sales: scsales@vivioninc.com





https://barnetproducts.com


MARCH MEETING



CSR program
Naturally committed 
to a sustainable world

Supplying a
wide selection
of high-quality
personal care

ingredients

www.ritacorp.com

info@intlcosmetics.com  |  intlcosmetics.com  |  +1-310-545-3223

Regulatory Without Borders™

Expert International
Regulatory Consulting

• US FDA Registrations
• GMPs (FDA, ISO 22716)
• California Prop 65, CFFIRKA
• EU/UK Compliance
• Canada Registrations

EpiSnow™ 
Tick tock,
turn back the clock

Mibelle AG Biochemistry  |  Switzerland  |  mibellebiochemistry.com

UNITED STATES   |   NETHERLANDS   |   TOGO   |   EARTH   |   www.kosterkeunen.com

No matter who the product is for,  
you  can trust Koster Keunen’s quality  
for all of your formulation needs.

We’ve got a wax for that ™

https://www.kosterkeunen.com


We are now officially Azelis US
Personal Care. 

Previously Ross Organic, we’re excited to bring our expertise,
relationships, and commitment to exceptional service to
customers nationwide as Azelis US Personal Care (“Azelis US PC”).

Explore our first focus of the year, Metaesthetics, where biology,
behavior, and experience converge to meet the rising desire for
products that elevate how consumers feel and how their vitality
visibly appears. Scan the QR code to dive in.

Metaesthetics: Where
wellness becomes
beauty

Find out more
about our
solutions.
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UV Filters. Preservatives. 
Emulsifiers. Actives.

Humectants.

Contact Us Today
blacklabelingredients.com

DENNIS CRIMMINS, PERSONAL CARE SALES
817.423.3636 | 858.847.8177 (CELL)

DENNIS@BLACKLABELINGREDIENTS.COM 

DENNIS CRIMMINS, PERSONAL CARE SALES
817.423.3636 | 858.847.8177 (CELL)

DENNIS@BLACKLABELINGREDIENTS.COM 



MEMBERSHIP DUES
Renewal Reminder

DON'T FORGET TO RENEW TODAY!  LATE FEES APPLY SOON! 

The California Chapter of the Society of Cosmetic Chemists is the 2nd largest 
chapter in North America thanks to you.  Please renew your membership today so 
that you can continue to be part of our scientific community.  In the next Issue we will 
let you know our progress towards increasing our membership.  Remember there are 
so many benefits of being a member, here are a few! 

The Quickest and Easiest Way to Renew is Online! 

To pay online go to www.scconline.org/sign-in and login using the username and 
password you set up. If you have not set up your username and password on our 
new database please go to www.scconline.org/join and create your own. 

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP 
• You can attend the California Chapter meetings & all other chapter’s meeting at 

the member rate.  

• Attend almost all events at a discounted rate! 

• Receive the Journal of Cosmetic Science complimentary 

• Exclusive Membership Directory 

• Complimentary membership in the International Federation of the Societies of 
Cosmetic Chemist (IFSCC)  

• Check out more perks at www.scconline.org/Membership

http://www.scconline.org/sign-in
http://www.scconline.org/join
http://www.scconline.org/Membership


2026 Board members
OFFICERS

chair 
Matt Driver
mdriver@stepan.com

chair ELECT 
Stephanie Facuri
stephani.facuri@solabia.com

SCHOLARSHIP & awards chair 
Mayra Delgado
mdelgado@ingsolutions.com

by-laws 
James Neil
james@suitupbrands.com

cosmegram chair 
Josie Wauford
josie.wauford@lubrizol.com

cosmegram business manager 
Brian Kolevar
bkolevar@coastsouthwest.com

dinner dance 
Saskia Piscaer
saskia.piscaer@lucasmeyercosmetics.com

sports co-chairs 
Catherine Hoang
choang@cattech.com

Sports co-chairs 
Chris Lesko
clesko@cattech.com 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

secretary 
Kenton Hipsher 
kenton.hipsher@lucasmeyercosmetics.com

treasurer 
Serina Dai
sdai@paklab.com

educationAL HOUR 
Ryan Kudla
rkudla@barnetproducts.com

elections 
Stephanie Facuri
stephanie.facuri@solabia.com

employment 
Mike Bekerejian
mike@aboverinaldilabs.com

historian 
Erica Herrel
ericaherrel@yahoo.com

hospitality 
Amanda Lam
amanda.lam@azelis.com

house 
Stephen Baseman
stephenb@tcrindustries.com

membership CHAIR 
Joey Bilotta
jbilotta.scc@gmail.com

treasurer-elect 
Elle Kim
elle.kim@barentz.com

area III Director I 
Michelle Hines
mdh2478@yahoo.com

membership co-chair 
Nondie Breashears
breshearsn@ajiusa.com

nextgen development chair 
Nasrat Hamid
nasrat.hamid@jpms.com

photographer 
Evan Werkema
elwerkema@gmail.com

registratioN chair 
Sara Benoit
newladyjoy30@yahoo.com

registration co-chair 
Joel St. John
joel@leftcoastprocess.com

regulatory affairs 
Ariana Farina
afarina20@hotmail.com

scientific seminar 2026 
Jennifer Curtis
jennifer.curtis@lubrizol.com

2026 advisor, 2025 chair 
Brittney Strickland
brittney.strickland@croda.com

area III Director II 
Michelle Carrillo
mcarrillo@acteraingredients.com

communication chair 
Catherine Hoang
choang@cattech.com

communication CO-chair 
Raymond Sullivan
raymond.sullivan@lucasmeyercosmetics.com

sponsorship 
Diane Horne
dhorne@lipotrue.com

summer event 
Stephanie Facuri
stephanie.facuri@solabia.com

suppliers' day 2027 
Erin Breve 
ebreve@barnetproducts.com

suppliers' day 2027 after party 
Velvet Arriola 
varriola@norfoxchem.com

The Cosmegram is the official newsletter of the Society of Cosmetic Chemists - California Chapter.  This newsletter is published as a service to 
our members. The subscription is included as part of membership dues. All rights reserved.

Josie Wauford - Editor
josie.wauford@lubrizol.com

Advertising inquiries to:
Brian Kolevar -  Business Manager
(p) (714) 904-6047
(f) (714) 524-8362
(e) bkolevar@coastsouthwest.com

Address changes & subscription inquiries to:
Nondie Breashears -  Membership
breshearsn@ajiusa.com


